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Statement of Purpose

We gather as a

faith community to

love and magnify God.

Guided by the Holy Spirit,

we will love our neighbors as

ourselves, advocating for

peace and justice.

We will go out and

share our faith in Christ,

inviting others to join us.

We will be nurturers

of the spirit and

teachers of the Word.

We will welcome and

provide sanctuary to all.

The First Congregational Church of Reading

Church Contact Information: www.churchofreading.org

Office Phone: 781 -944-0205 Office Email: office1.fccr@verizon.net

First ChurchNEWS
Ministries Showcased

If you weren’t in church on our Home
Coming Sunday, September 27th, you
missed a nice worship service (and
brunch!). The various ministries in our
trial organizational model had a part of
the worship service that fit the particular
“call” of each. And in that portion of
worship we heard some details around
each ministry too. We are excerpting
below, portions of the comments for
each ministry, and including inside, the
full text from the presentations – please
read, or reread these introductions.
Find out where your gifts or passions
might be best used for the glory of God!

Christian Formation : There are many
different reasons for participating in a
church. Some come to sing, some
come to worship. Some seek fellow-
ship or an opportunity to serve. But
the most basic reason for any partici-
pation is a desire to develop our faith.
(Read all on page 3)

Worship Ministry : When I think about
the Worship Ministry, the words “Back
to Basics” come to mind. The basic,
and arguably most important, function
of the First Congregational Church of
Reading, United Church of Christ is to
worship God. We gather as a faith
community each and every Sunday to
worship God. (Read all on page 4)

Congregational Care Ministry : This
church is one which takes the Gospel
reading we heard this morning seri-
ously – you are a servant people.
“Whoever wants to be first must be

last of all and servant of all.” It is a
common experience of folks who are
new to this congregation to remark on
the care of its people. The roots of
this care reach back to the Congrega-
tional Women’s Fellowship and to our
long-standing Visitation group. In re-
cent years our Congregational Care
Ministry has broadened, and deep-
ened, like a plant that has been set in
good soil and watered, fed and pro-
tected. (Read all on page 5.)

Resources Ministry : …Jesus spoke
about money more than any other
subject during his life. Since we are
committed to being faithful followers of
Christ, I am inclined to think that we
would be remiss not to mention money
now and again. It’s not a bad word, it
has more than four letters and it is
used widely, daily, internationally, do-
mestically, by young and old, Christian
or Jew and all others. Resources
could be described as the keepers of
the House and the Household. (Read
all on page 6-7.)

Mission Ministry : Are you looking for
hands-on opportunities to practice
Christian charity? Then consider join-
ing our church’s Mission Ministry. You
could deliver supplies to the Reading
Food Pantry, share a sandwich with
the homeless at common cathedral in
Boston, or swing a hammer with Habi-
tat for Humanity in Acton. Or, you
could suggest a NEW charity that we
haven’t previously assisted. (Read all
on page 8)
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The Oak Tree Possibility

The bumper crop of acorns this fall reminds me of the “oak tree possibility.” Jacob Needleman is a phi-
losopher who writes about a phenomenon he calls “acornology” and his humorous description captures
the predicament: “Imagine,” he says, “that you are a scientist and you have before you the object known
as an acorn. Let us further imagine that you have never before seen such an object and certainly do not
know that it can grow into an oak. You carefully observe these acorns day after day and soon you notice
that after a while they crack open and die. Pity! How to improve the acorn? You make careful analysis of
the material inside, and you succeed in isolating the substance that controls the condition of the shell. Lo
and behold, you are now in the position to produce acorns which will never crack. Success!”

Needleman’s image aptly describes my tendency – maybe yours too – to think that wherever it is we are
now is the end point, as though becoming more perfect, less vulnerable versions of our present selves
was the goal. So when life calls us to change, it can be frightening and unwelcome. However promis-
ing the oak tree may look to someone else (or to God), the first signs of its growing may be more dis-
turbing that hopeful, more disruptive than promising, more like a kind of dying than a new life. It is not
easy to learn what it means to live into change and the possibilities in life, even when we think we want
them, let alone when they come unexpectedly or through pain and loss.

What would it mean for you, in your life, to choose for the oak tree possibilities instead of the acorn secu-
rity? Wouldn’t it mean a letting go of old assumptions about “how things were” and a fierce loyalty to the
truth of what is? The career you set your heart on turns out to be deeply unsatisfying. The relationship
falters, and you don’t know why. The economy suffers and the “sure” job offer falls through. The political
leader you trusted disappoints. The war “to make the world a safer place” doesn’t. And you, even you
yourself turned out to be not what you thought, not what you promised you were. Whether it happens in
large matters or small ones, such disillusionment is a recurrent experience throughout the lifetime of any-
one who has the courage and trust to believe in the first place. Times of doubt and disillusionment may
be the first crack in the acorn shell, a beginning of something beyond the old limits of my vision.

And doesn’t choosing for the oak tree possibilities instead of the acorn security have to do not only with
staying open to the truth of our own experience, but to one another as well? If we are feeling foolish or
scared or stuck, there can be a terrible temptation to hide it away, especially in our culture where
“having it all together” can feel like a measure of worth, as if anyone “has it all together.” And we all
learn to fake it and give the proper image at the proper time,. But in the process, we lose touch with
something essential in our relationships and therefore ourselves. John Steinbeck tells of what hap-
pened to him when, for two succeeding years he was caretaker of a property in the Sierra Nevada
mountains that was snowed in for eight months at a stretch: “As the time went on, I found my reactions
thickened. Ordinarily, I am a whistler. I stopped whistling. I stopped conversing with my dogs, and the
subtleties of feeling began to disappear until finally I was on a pleasure/pain basis. Then it occurred to
me that the delicate shades of feeling, of reaction, are the result of communication and without commu-
nication they disappear.”

So staying in touch with our possibilities, staying open to God’s grace, has something to do with staying
open to one another. When any one of us begins to grow to break through the shell of pretense or fear or
self-righteousness, the possibilities grow for all of us. When one of us is hurt or healed or forgiving or for-
given, it makes a difference for all of us. When one of us died and was raised from the dead, life and death
was changed for all of us. That is no small part of what we affirm by being the church: that we are not up-
rooted as “acorns,” but grounded in a love that binds us to one another and to the One who made us.

Ellis

Blessing of the Animals
Please be with us – with or without your favorite critter – for a Bless-
ing of the Animals on Sunday, October 11th. We will gather in Pilgrim
Hall where seating will be available for you and your pet dog or cat
or bird or stuffed animal by section – so as to not unduly excite any
one of them. Seating will also be available for those who wish to sit
and admire the pets at a distance! Want to remember a loved pet no
longer with you? Bring a photo. We will ALL be blessed because
we will be together!!
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PAGE 3Christian Formation—An Introduction
There are many different reasons for participating in a church. Some come to sing, some come to worship.
Some seek fellowship or an opportunity to serve. But the most basic reason for any participation is a de-
sire to develop our faith. And this makes me proud to represent the Christian Formation group today.

We all need to grow in spirit, and through our work, we help that begin for our youngest members in the
church nursery. Bubbles and songs are spiritual foundational building blocks – it’s true because this
teaches community and love.

We are very proud of our church school, which serves up to 40 children each Sunday. This program con-
tinues to be a success because of those of you who have come forward to teach and get to know the chil-
dren. It takes at least 10 adults or confirmands to teach each Sunday and we always welcome people able
to volunteer in the classrooms. But I know that prospect is daunting for some so I want to make sure you
know that you don’t need to commit to a year-long teaching schedule to share in Christian Formation. We
have 4 sessions each year of about 8 weeks each that teachers trade off on. I welcome you to speak with
me about coming to visit a classroom if you think teaching might be for you down the road. Now I would
like to call the beneficiaries of all that teaching love down for our children’s moment.

(At this point Ruth Richards invited the children forward.) They were asked what they had done over the
summer… What was the one thing they all had done over the summer. The answer was “grow” – larger
shoes, longer pants, bigger shirts. Then they were asked if they could grow all by themselves… No, it
took food, an environment for growing, and teachers. Here the analogy to growing as a Christian was
drawn – we are nurtured (fed) in a loving environment for growth (the church) and taught by parents and
teachers (discipleship). Do we ever stop growing as Christians? No, we do not…

Before we let the kids off to enjoy the active forming of their Christianity, let’s think about the lesson Ruth
and the kids just shared with us. Christian formation is a process that you engage in from first breath to
last. We want to be here to help you in your faith development through engaging your assistance in help-
ing others do the same.

So please speak to us about your interests and needs. This could be working with our lively youth, or
coordinating a speaker session, or participating in a women’s retreat. Perhaps you just want to help
with Heifer or the Christmas pageant. Please help with the pageant…

Or perhaps you would like to establish a regular discussion group about faith and science. We want to
hear your ideas, and work with you to make them real.

We want to start raising you up on your pursuit of your faith from the door of the Nursery through all the
golden days of your life. Join us for ACE, bible study, retreats, special events. Join us by sharing what
you need for your faith and we will share our needs as well. And we will walk this road for as long as it
goes together. Now the kids are welcome to scoot off to class. Linda Jerrett

Welcome back to Sunday School!

We have had such a wonderful start to our Sunday School year! Thanks so much to all the teachers and
families involved in making our program such a success. Please let Linda Jerrett know if you are inter-
ested in teaching or in being a substitute teacher for your child’s class! We also accept donations of juice
and snacks to be shared by the children. Donations may be left in the office marked for CE!

If you have not yet completed a purple Sunday School registration form for each child for
this year, please ask your child’s teacher for one this Sunday! It’s important for us to have
updated information every year!

Upcoming Events:

10/18: 3rd grade Communion workshop after worship
10/ 25: Presentation of 3rd grade Bibles!
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PAGE 4Worship Ministry—An Introduction
When I think about the Worship Ministry, the words “Back to Basics” come to mind. The basic, and ar-
guably most important, function of the First Congregational Church of Reading, United Church of Christ
is to worship God. We gather as a faith community each and every Sunday to worship God.

The role of the Worship Ministry is to assist the pastor in creating worship services that honor God,
meet the various needs of our worshiping community, support our religious traditions, and be as crea-
tive as possible in doing all of the aforementioned tasks. The basic means by which the Worship Minis-
try accomplishes these tasks is by making certain: adequate worship leadership is in place, the worship
space is prepared for communion, baptisms, etc. as well as the appropriate liturgical season, flowers
adorn the altar, candles are lit, ushers and greeters are available to distribute bulletins and assist those
in need (BTW that’s the answer to the 4th question in the “Sow what?” Quiz), lay readers and children’s
moments givers are lined up for each service, worship supplies are in stock and last, but by no means
least, there is music. Even if you can’t sing, ring bells, or play a woodwind, brass, or percussion instru-
ment, if your passion is Music your support to the Music Ministry is only limited by your imagination and
creativity. Perhaps an alternate jazz worship service is something you’d like to get started or maybe an
FCCR orchestra. Have you enjoyed the coffee houses at church in the past or Meatballs and Music?
Maybe you’d like to lend a hand in organizing one of these types of events.

We are looking for several Deacons, who serve an important pastoral relations role and oversee our
worship experience. I should mention that the Deaconate is an exception to our current rule of no
standing committees or commissions.

Ellis and Ruth have offered their services to provide training for scripture readers if this is something
you’d be interested in exploring and Shirley Holden will be also happy to provide training if ushering is
something you’ve always wanted to do but were afraid to try.

In closing, let me say that while worship is a basic, fundamental function of the FCCR, it is also ex-
tremely important and powerful as evidenced by the following quotes I found recently on the website
“Preaching Today.com”:

“Worship has the capacity to transform us, because it focuses our hearts and minds on God – God seen
in one another, in ourselves and in the world around us.”

“Worship does not satisfy our hunger for God; it whets our appetite.” Hopefully I’ve whetted yours this
morning. Deidre Ryan

If you’ve been knitting or crocheting squares for Pine Street Inn, THANK YOU! The third annual Pine
Street Inn Knit-a-thon is coming up in early November. This event achieves two goals. First it raises
money to benefit the Pine Street Inn's Supportive Housing Program. This program provides permanent
housing to women and men whose lives have been derailed by homelessness, giving them a new lease
on life. Second, the 9" squares that are donated are sewn together to create afghans for the Supportive
Housing Program. Upon moving into their new home, each tenant receives a beautiful, unique, hand-
made blanket. Last year thousands of squares were received and 40 blankets were made in one day.

FCCR has been a vital part of this program for each year of the program’s existence. Many squares are
made and given by members and friends of this church family each year. Carol Patterson has graciously
offered to see that the squares make it into Boston in time for assembly into blankets. Please be in
touch with Carol at 781.944.6592 or via email at cpat2@verizon.net – she will need your squares not
later than November 1st. Thanks to each of you who have made squares, and many thanks to Carol for
her care and passion for this project.
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This church is one which takes the Gospel reading
we heard this morning seriously – you are a ser-
vant people. “Whoever wants to be first must be
last of all and servant of all.” It is a common ex-
perience of folks who are new to this congregation
to remark on the care of its people. The roots of
this care reach back to the Congregational
Women’s Fellowship and to our long-standing
Visitation group. In recent years our Congrega-
tional Care Ministry has broadened, and deep-
ened, like a plant that has been set in good soil
and watered, fed and protected.

These are the branches of that thriving plant:
A weekly coffee hour that provides a time to con-
nect, to meet new people, to celebrate special oc-
casions…

Meals for individuals or families in transition from
some of the best cooks in town – with the added
benefit of a visit by a caring person…

Rides – whether to the doctor or home from the
hospital, or for an errand…

Prayers, support, listening by our spiritual caregiv-
ers for the seriously ill, the discouraged…

Support for those who are care givers, or who
have been care givers and grieve the death of a
loved one…

Dedicated visitors who call on those who are
home-bound to keep them connected to the life of
the church…

A card ministry, a personal note by you to some-
one who cannot regularly be with us…

A prayer shawl ministry complete with baptism
blankets, prayer squares, hats for those less fortu-
nate, and afghan squares for Pine Street Inn blan-
kets…

Care packages for our college kiddos – treats and
silly things designed to delight…

And there’s more we can do! YOU have planted
the seeds and cared for this plant. It is growing
and thriving because of your care.

To close I would share this poem by Mark Nepo…
Gay Williams

(God's Wounds)

Through the great pain of stretching

beyond all that pain has taught me,
the soft as well as the base

has opened, and life
touching me there

has turned me into a flower
that prays for rain. Now

I understand:  to blossom
is to pray, to wilt and shed
is to pray, to turn to mulch

is to pray, to stretch in the dark
is to pray, to break the surface

after great months of ice
is to pray, and to squeeze love

up the stalky center toward the sky

with only dreams of color
is to pray, and, and finally to unfold

again as if never before
is to be the prayer.

Congregational Care Ministry—An Introduction

Outreach at Common Cathedral
Many thanks to those who donated sandwiches and baked goodies to the Mission Ministry’s trip to
Common Cathedral in Boston on August 30! These included Everett Blodgett, Cindy Dixon, Shirley
Fairchild, Mary Ann Higgins, Amy Imrich, Kitty Jones, Carol Patterson, Hazel and Larry Piper, Merilyn
Russell, Deidre Ryan, Steve Viegas, Betty Wilder, and Judie Williams.

As is usual during the summer, we had no other church to help us prepare the lunch we served to the
homeless who attend this outdoor worship service, which is sponsored by Ecclesia Ministries. Those
who traveled to Boston to participate in the service and serve the lunch were Everett Blodgett, Hazel
and Larry Piper, Linda Ananian and Craig Vickery, Sharon Ofenstein, and Steve Viegas, who once
again (!) transported the supplies in his van. Thanks to all!
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PAGE 6Resources Ministry—An Introduction

Before I begin, I must let you know that one of my fellow Ministry Facilitators asked if it was possible to
talk about Resources without mentioning money.

So, that ends my speech . . . . 

Seriously, as you all have heard many times, Jesus spoke about money more than any other subject dur-
ing his life. Since we are committed to being faithful followers of Christ, I am inclined to think that we
would be remiss not to mention money now and again. It’s not a bad word, it has more than four letters
and it is used widely, daily, internationally, domestically, by young and old, Christian or Jew and all others.

That being said, I still will do my best to accommodate my dear colleague and friend . . .

Resources could be described as the keepers of the House and the Household.

The House of course is this House of God that we all love so dearly . . . this sanctuary with its beautiful
stained glass windows, exterior stonework, bell tower, organ, pews that we claim as our own once a
week . . . our home with God.

The Household is that which lives under its roof. All the ministries you see being posted here represent
all the parts of our life as the family living within this church – meals, worship, education, caregiving, fel-
lowship, music and so much more.

So, how do qualify to be a member of the Resources Team? Let’s take a look at our circle:

Administration : I am going to guess that everyone present here today has at one time or another in his or her
life, made a budget, whether scratched on the backside of the pay envelope, weekly filling little brown, manila
envelopes labeled “telephone, groceries, life insurance, savings, rent, etc.” or constructed an Excel spread-
sheet on a 120 gigabyte laptop. Well, you then have what it takes to help with this household’s budget . . .

Investment : Let me ask for a show of hands of anyone who has a retirement account, a 401K account, mu-
tual fund savings account, or some other form of “savings for the future.” I am sure that some of you might
have even taken a payout or two from those investments over the course of the last few years. Lucky you,
you all qualify to work in our household guarding our investments in the future. You see, like all prudent
households, we too, have investments. Much the same as yours and handled in very much the same way.
Money (oops, sorry) goes in, it goes up, down, or stays steady and we take payouts on occasion. So now
you have two areas of expertise in Resources and all you did was come to church this morning.

Stewardship : Just like at your homes where one, two or more earn the “living” to keep the household
afloat, so do we need the wage earners. We, you, me and everyone else are “the keepers of this
house.” All we do in Resources is ask for the “you know what . . . “ Have you ever asked for “it?”
You know, the thing that I said I wouldn’t mention?  If you have, you qualify to be on Stewardship.

Property : Ah yes, our beautiful house – is going to be 100 in just two years! Yep, that’s right, she’s go-
ing to be 100! Who has ever owned an old home? Never mind an old home, who has ever owned a
home, a condo, rented an apartment, or lived somewhere? Get my point? Show me a person who has-
n’t selected a color paint, picked out bathroom or kitchen fixtures, shingles, double-hung, triple paned,
anodized-coated storm windows, dealt with contractors, plumbers, electricians, the cable guy or made a
few trips to Home Depot, Lowes or the old Johnson’s Hardware and we’ll buy him brunch!

See how easy that was? You are all experienced in all of the key areas of Resources.

Historian you ask about . . . Well, lucky all of you that our current historian, John Meyers, who we all
wish our best for a speedy recovery, is as happy as a worm on a fresh apple being Historian. Ka-ching,
that job is filled!

Oh, yes, I didn’t mention that Resources offers a pleasant work environment, friendly co-workers, fre-
quent raises – oh good, you are listening – meetings when necessary and the opportunity to work at
home. No term limits nor contracted commitments.

You must possess a willingness to be part of the team, bring any and all ideas, no matter how far
fetched you think they seem, an ability to coordinate two colors without offending anyone and most es-
pecially a good sense of humor.

We look forward to seeing you downstairs after church. And, don’t mention – you know what . . . 

Beverly Cook
PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



O
ctob

er
2009

PAGE 7Resources Ministry—An Update

Early this summer a group of people met who had
signed up to be a part of the "Resource Minis-
try" to flesh out how this ministry would function in
our new organizational structure. The role is to
coordinate the financial, property and personnel
activities of the First Congregational Church of
Reading UCC (FCCR). Areas of responsibility
include property, finance, administrative person-
nel, and stewardship. Duties as defined by the
group would be:

Develop a maintenance schedule and recom-
mend property improvement projects.

1. Insure that the Treasurer prepares monthly
financial statements, timely budgets, and
semi-annual giving records.

2. Provide oversight to the finances and invest-
ments of FCCR.

3. Provide oversight and review of office and
janitorial staff.

4. Prepare an annual budget for the Annual Meet-
ing.

5. Make certain that an annual Stewardship
campaign is conducted.

6. Make sure that personnel policies are current
including the processes for grievances, sexual
harassment and child abuse.

7. Make sure records and history of the church
are kept current.

8. Make sure all position descriptions, "tickler"
lists, and policies and procedures are up to
date.

Current Items the Ministry is working on :

New Treasurer: Welcome Carter Dahm as our
new Treasurer.

Church Clerk: Looking for person to fill this posi-
tion.

100th Birthday Party for FCCR 1911 Portion of
Building: Prepare presentation for Annual Meet-
ing which will include:

- Structural engineering report on the state of the
structure of the building along with recommenda-
tions on how to Remedy any issues that are iden-
tified.

- Price estimates on the above.

- Window repair/replacement options with pricing.

- Heating system replacement options and pric-
ing.

Fall/Spring Clean-up Days: - Fall – Nov. 7th ~
Spring - May 1st ~ Work to be done includes rak-
ing leaves, gutter cleaning, pruning/weeding
plantings around the building, putting in/taking out
air conditioners.

Scout Entrance: Roof and siding to be repaired.

Dining Room: Add new halogen lighting at serv-
ing table and center of room to enhance light qual-
ity.

Music Room: Add ceiling fans to increase air
circulation.

Exterior Maintenance: Wood doors are being
re-finished, trim at windows to be re-painted.

CAK Lease: An agreement has been reached
and a lease has been signed.

Snow Plan: Create a viable plan to cancel Sun-
day Worship should there be a severe
snow/storm warning.

Office Procedure Manual: Update job descrip-
tions for salaried personnel.

Interior Signage: Create new signage so that
we don't get lost!!

Are there things you would like to do to help
out? Do you have interests or talents that you
would like to pursue with the Resource Ministry?
We would love to hear from you.

Blessings, Bev Cook,
for the FCCR Resource Ministry
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Are you looking for hands-on opportunities to
practice Christian charity? Then consider joining
our church’s Mission Ministry. You could deliver
supplies to the Reading Food Pantry, help cook a
meal for the shelter Emmaus House in Haverhill,
share a sandwich with the homeless at common
cathedral in Boston, or swing a hammer with
Habitat for Humanity in Acton. Or, you could sug-
gest a NEW charity that we haven’t previously
assisted. Today’s Mission Ministry is the former
Commission on Christian Outreach. However, we
are now in a position to re-evaluate what we have
done in the past, and to consider what new direc-
tions and causes we might want to embrace. We
want YOU to be a part of those discussions.

One of the main tasks of the Mission Ministry is to
distribute the money you allocate to
“Benevolences” when you make your annual
pledge. We research potential recipients to make
sure they are appropriate candidates for our sup-
port. If you ever wondered exactly where your
Benevolence contributions go, the Mission Minis-
try would be happy to tell you. And if you think
these should be different, we’d be glad to listen.

The Mission Ministry also conducts monetary ap-
peals for national and international disaster relief
and development aid. Some are annual, such as
the One Great Hour of Sharing; others are one-
time appeals, such as the 2008 Midwest Tornado
and Flood fund. And we can’t forget the annual
Take a Hike for Humanity regional fundraiser; our
team “The Congo Climbers” collects pledges and
bravely assaults the Blue Hills. If you like to hike,
please join us.

Now, we all know that food is an important part of
our church life; if you doubt me, check out the
brunch after today’s worship. And providing
meals is an important way that the Mission Minis-
try reaches out to the residents of Emmaus House
and the street people served by common cathe-
dral, which is a program of Ecclesia Ministries in
Boston. The meals for Emmaus House are
mostly prepared by the circles of our church’s
Christian Women’s Fellowship, with other groups
such as the Confirmation Class participating as
well. The lunch we take down to Boston Common
twice a year to feed the homeless is provided par-
tially by the members of our congregation, and
partially by the Mission Ministry. As those who
have done it can attest, serving the meal, and par-
ticipating in the celebration of Holy Communion
outside on Boston Common, is an eye-opening

and moving experience. We would welcome any-
one who is interested in joining us on these trips.

Mission Ministry activities extend beyond provid-
ing money and food, though. During the Advent
season, we conduct four collections of items that
make the Christmas season brighter for many.
Two of the collections are for the City Mission So-
ciety’s Christmas Shops, where needy adults can
pick out gifts for their children, and needy chil-
dren, gifts for their parents. A third collection
gathers toiletries for the residents of Emmaus
House. The fourth collection this coming year will
probably be art supplies for the common art pro-
gram of Ecclesia Ministries in Boston.

Collection of items for charitable causes occurs at
other times of the year, too. One such is the late-
winter bedding and linens drive for the residents
of Emmaus House, and a number of other, related
housing units for people with various needs and
problems. So that’s a lot of pillows! Another Mis-
sion Ministry collection is Operation Christmas
Child, which gathers and packs shoeboxes with
small toys and other items that appeal to children
of varying ages. Still another collection seeks hy-
giene kits for the Church World Service organiza-
tion. Again, most of these are contributed by the
circles of our church’s CWF.

The Mission Ministry also connects our church
with charitable organizations who would like to
receive items we are trying to dispose of. For ex-
ample, the City Mission Society has a fall book
drive that is delighted to get any books left over
from the Old Redding Fair.

In conclusion, the Mission Ministry offers you
many opportunities to practice Christian charity—
and have fun doing it! We hope you will want to
participate. I’ll be downstairs after the service to
answer any questions you may have. Thank you!
Sharon Ofenstein

Mission Ministry—An Introduction
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PAGE 9ReadingCares at the Street Faire: Benefiting the Reading Fo od Pantry

Many thanks to the large number of Reading folks who
stopped by the ReadingCares booth at the Reading Street
Faire on Sunday, September 13th. ReadingCares is a non-
profit organization that works to match volunteers in the town
to organizations in need of volunteer help. The Food Pantry
seemed like a great organization to support at this time, mid-
way between the May postal system collection and holiday
giving that comes with Thanksgiving and Christmas; the de-
mand on the Food Pantry takes no time off for the summer.

We are grateful to local business people who donated prizes
for several drawings that day: Ristorante Pavarotti and the
Swiss Baker for gift certificates, and the Hitching Post and
Avon (by way of Cindy Dixon-Branga) for gift baskets. The
day would not have been possible without the volunteer ef-
forts of the following: Nancy Ballantyne, Eleanor Dustin,
Charlotte Harlan, Kitty Jones, Phyllis and Bruce Maxwell, Betsy Schneider, Phyllis Senior and Gay Wil-
liams.

Over the course of the afternoon a number of people asked about the Food Pantry – how it works and
how they might volunteer. There were many, many, many boxes of food transported back to the Food
Pantry which is located at Old South Methodist Church, and over $400 collected in donations to pur-
chase additional items need to stock the shelves. Charlotte Harlan, one of the coordinators of the Food
Pantry commented, “On behalf of the Reading Food Pantry and all those that we serve, thank you for
your very successful effort at the Reading Street Faire. Your publicity must have been excellent. So
many people were looking for the booth with generous donations to give. You are providing an out-
standing service.”

If you would like to learn more about ReadingCares – either as a volunteer or as a member of an organi-
zation in the community that could use some help, email info@readingcares.org. And watch for other
events coming up soon – a “volunteer fair” on October 17th which will showcase organizations in Read-
ing looking for volunteers, and an alternative Halloween Night event for ‘tweens and teens that will
benefit the Food Pantry.

Halloween Party & Food Drive
All Teens and ‘Tweens are invited to Trick-or-Treat for the Reading Food Pantry .

E Gather friends/family on October 31st.

E Pick up collection bag and needs list at Old South Methodist Church back door be-
tween 6-6:30pm.

E Trick-or-treat for Food Pantry donations in your usual area.

E Return to Old South by 7:30pm with your donations.

E Celebrate with music, DJ, pizza, games!

E Party ends at 9:00pm.
Sponsored by the Reading Ecumenical Youth Ministries and ReadingCares.

No admittance without donations for the Food Pantry.

This event is no-tolerance for drugs, alcohol, cigarettes and gore.
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“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s
journey, you are welcome here.”

We UCC-ers have heard this often about our
church, its welcome, its hospitality,
its ability to work together with people of varied
backgrounds and gifts.
Were you at the Faire?
Did you see this declaration lived out, played out,
worked out?

At the Faire there was – there is – a place for eve-
ryone.
Whether you’re young or old, a doer, a dreamer, a
sorter, a counter,
there was a place for you.
And you found your place…

You baked or you made candy, you used your
finely tuned gifts in the kitchen
or you put on an apron and waited tables.
Maybe you were a part of the dishwashing crew,
or cleared and reset the tables on Friday night.
Perhaps you sold tickets at the Midway, or were
creative for the craft table…
Maybe your name is Lois and you’re Queen of
Fried Dough
(now with a button of your own!).
The Faire Chairs brainstormed and thought up
new ideas and new ways…
Many moved tables and chairs, borrowing and re-
turning as needed.

You might have knitted or donated elephants of
every color (some very fine);
member or non-member you helped sort and dis-
play.
Some of you prepared and then prepared all over
again when equipment failed.
The readers among us donated books – and
bought books too!
There were jewelers with gemstones; CDs and
LPs with music surround…
People cashiered – counters upstairs verified all.
Others provided the supplies for their table
and some donated the cost of others’ expenses.

It could be you’re a Scout and helped with the
cleanup task;
maybe you made lobster rolls ever so tasty.
The young people helped with the Cookie Kitchen,
the Midway and Toys.
Even those who could not sort or sell or haul or
pack played an important role,
coming for dinner on Friday or lunch on Saturday,
buying a mum or some sweet preserves.

It takes all of us to make a Faire: it takes our love
of community,
our hopes for the church, to make a success.

And we did…
because there is place for everyone!

“gg”

There’s a Place for Everyone

My name is Linda Ananian and on behalf of the Mission Ministry, I would like to thank you all for par-
ticipating in the most recent Mission event – The Olde Redding Faire. Yes, that's right.

Now, I know the Fair Chairs think they are running the faire. And Resources considers the Faire part
of their ministry because the proceeds go into the budget and I know Congregational Care considers
it part of their ministry because the fair opens our doors to the community.

But let me explain why it is a mission ministry. A couple of concrete examples. One of our first cus-
tomers on Friday night bought all our yarn – all of it – without regard to color or type or fabric. She
was donating all of it to a group that knits hats for cancer patients.

And another woman bought some nice plastic handle silverware to donate to the Mission of Deeds. I
explained to her that it was wonderful that she was doing that but just so she knew, we have donated
to Mission of Deeds all that they would like to take. And Estate items go to Mission of Deeds. And
the more decorative items, like the crystal and wine glasses are boxed up right now for Salvation
Army. And I watched as the Faire workers made every member of the community feel wel-
comed...the children and the marginalized.

So – see it is a Mission Ministry. And that is what is so wonderful about mission – it manages to be a
part of so much that we do. So, if you suspect that you have a talent or passion, that might be turned
into mission support, please see me. We will have an organizing meeting and drive the week of Oc-
tober 5. Delivered Sunday, September 27, at Worship

The Faire as Mission
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Hot Topics!
Stay tuned in worship. You’ll be
hearing a different Ministry Mo-
ment each week. Maybe it will be
about an upcoming event. It
might be someone sharing about
his or her experience of doing
something in the church under
the umbrella of a particular minis-
try. We hope you’ll listen care-
fully to find what speaks to your
heart!

Book Group—Tuesday October 6
Join us in the parlor from 7:30-9:00 p.m. as we cover
the large table with books and proceed to make a case
for choosing our favorites. Last year we were able to
decide on monthly books through June! The Novem-
ber choice will be listed in the Sunday bulletin.

Contact John or Mary Ann Lape (978 664-3583) for
additional information.

Thanks to those who donated flowers to beautify our worship s pace
in September:

In loving memory of grandparents Mae E. Heintz and I. Gertrude and Frank
S. Hobbs by Diane Cain.

In loving memory of husband and father, Carl L. Junkins, and sister and
aunt, Phyllis Jones by Mildred Junkins and daughter Shirley Slack.

In loving memory of Dorothy Scheib by Beverly Cook and family.

In loving memory of Russell and Inez Daley by the Daley and Oliphant families.

Self-Help Groups at FCCR

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS meet in the Music Room on Saturday mornings, from 7:00-
8:00 am, and from 10:00-11:30 am in the Music Room.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meet on Sunday evenings, from 8:00-9:30 pm in Pilgrim Hall .

EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS meet on Saturdays, 10:00-11:30 am in the Conference Room .

CWF
CWF will hold the first 2009 – 2010 CWF Board Meeting on Wednesday, October 7, 2009 in the Library
at 7:30 p.m.

This year’s CWF Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, October 18th. All are welcome to attend this meet-
ing which will be held after worship this year. The Annual Meeting provides an opportunity for all cir-
cles to come together for fellowship, coffee and light refreshments. We hope you will join us!

SAVE THE DATE

Fall Ham & Bean Dinner
Saturday, November 7th

6:00 p.m. Dining
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Dear friends,

I wish to thank the members of the church for all the cards, calls, visits, and the beautiful flowers, deliv-
ered by Carol Patterson. A special thank you to the Prayer Shawl Ministry for the lovely prayer shawl
and to Gay Williams who delivered it. First Congregational Church of Reading is truly a loving, and
caring church. Sincerely, Liz Swallom.

Thank you to everyone for your prayers and acts
of kindness during and after my hospital stay.
Thank you for the flowers, the dinners, the cards,
the phone calls and the prayer shawl. What
wonderful people at FCCR.

Sincerely Ann F. Cusolito

Thank You Notes

Dear Confirmation Class of 2009,

What a wonderful surprise to have received the framed picture showing all of your smiling faces! I will
cherish this photograph, remember the time we shared together exploring our faith in God. I am so
proud of you all for fulfilling your Confirmation journey, and I am confident that in the years to come, you
will all be outstanding representatives of our great Christian faith. I think and pray for you often. God’s
blessings on you all, Karl N. Gazarian

What a nice surprise to see John and Mary Ann
Lape arrive with flowers from the church this past
Sunday morning. They are lovely, gorgeous col-
ors and very much appreciated. I thank all for
thinking of me. Sincerely, Judie Williams

Dear Friends,

You wouldn’t believe all the compliments I got on my stole last Sunday, which was Rally Day for First
Parish Church, UCC in Dover.  It was also the Sunday they welcomed me as I begin my ministry there.
The Ordinary time (green) stole is something I will always wear with pride and humility (is that possi-
ble?) and with fond memories of my friends at FCCR. Thank you for the stole, the send-off party and all
the well-wishes. It was truly a memorable day! I jumped in with both feet at the Dover church on Au-
gust 16th. It is a big happening place with lots of work ahead of us. Covet your prayers and promise
you mine. Fondly and with deep appreciation in Christ, Norman

Dear friends,

Thank you so much for giving me a prayer shawl. It is my source of warmth, but mostly comfort during
the night time.

Please extend my thanks to all who participate in this caring ministry. I bury my fingers in the stitches
knowing that someone's loving hands are helping to bring me peace and serenity.

Lovingly, Lois (Bond)

Please accept my sincere gratitude for your generous gift of the Book Scholarship this Fall 2009. This
recognition is a tremendous affirmation of my ministry and an encouragement to me. I intend to use this
money wisely and to work diligently toward the establishment of Christ’s kingdom here on earth. I have
completed my first year of the Masters in Divinity program at BU. This summer, I successfully gradu-
ated from the Beverly Hospital Clinical Pastoral Education program. This coming academic year I will
be in field placement at the United Parish of Auburndale, a federated United Methodist/UCC church in
Newton. This month I will also be completing the one-year Pastoral Formation/Psychological Evaluation
program with the Metropolitan Boston Association. As you see, I have been working intently upon the
requirements for ordination. Once again, thank you very much for this scholarship and this honor.

Grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ, Amanda Harmeling, No. Reading
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PAGE 13Daily prayers are invited for all of our friends and members-especially those who are dealing with
these special joys and concerns. They and their families are most grateful for your

spiritual support and cards of greeting.

We pray for healing, recovery, and strength for:
V John Myers who is recovering from a blood clot in his leg.
V Ginny Davenport©s brother, Dr. Bill Kimball who is in MassGeneral Hospital, following a stay in intensive care.
V All who struggle with medical conditions that limit their freedom of movement, and for those who will soon have cor-

rective surgery.
V Energy this week God, as we prepare fort the 52nd iteration ofthis community©s much loved Ye Olde Redding

Faire. Hold us up, we pray that we might hold one another up aswe move through the many tasks before us.
V For John Myers and Mary Ann Lape, both recuperating from recent hospital stays.
We pray for those who are grieving:
V The Hatherley family on the loss of David©s mother who passed away in September.
V For the family of Frederick J. Milly who passed away August31st.
V Comfort for Linda Ananian and her family for the loss of her mother Roxie.
V Evilo Livingston who is in Winchester Hospital.
We also pray for the following special concerns:
V Ernie Livingstone who is having hip replacement surgery this Wednesday.
There is much in our community for which we thank God and we pray in celebration for:
V Marcie Atkins successful cancer surgery. She is now home andcancer free.
V For the excitement of new beginnings with all the hope and high expectations that they bring.
V Thanksgiving for the wonderful time of remembrance with Megand Lois Bond this week, celebrating the life our

friend and former pastor Alan Bond.
V Thanks for Ellis and Ruth©s presence and ministry with us.
V Offer up continuing thanks and support for our church©s Search Committee.
V To Gay Williams for stepping up as Faire Treasurer.

Our prayers continue for those who are in need of ongoing nursing care or assisted living:
V Bertha Babb (Susan Suarez's mother) at Bear Hill.
V Doris Torppa (Susan Torppa's mother) at Bear Hill.
V John Weston at Longwood Place.
V Libby Hodges at her son's in Connecticut.
And those who are cared for at home:
Jane Rice      Peter Thorstensen
Molly Rowe Grace Faulkner
Please call the church office for these addresses if you would like to send a card or visit these friends.

As gardeners of the spirit, we provide fertile soil to nurtur e both church and community,
harvesting faith, compassion, and understanding of God’s l ove, as taught by Jesus Christ.

FCCR Vision Statement
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